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Annual Meeting Cancelled 


When the executive board voted in February to have an annual convention this 


year, it was with the proviso that it was to be cancelled, if unfavorable circumstances 
should develop. 


Plans for the meeting were going forward, the leading speaker had been engaged; 
section officers were making plans for their programs. Then in mid-July came a 
request from the Office of Defense Transportation that we cancel the meeting because 
of “the strain which such travel-stimulating events (conventions, etc.) impose on our 
war-burdened public facilities. 

“The present huge volume of passenger traffic is taxing the capacity of the rail- 
roads and bus lines. Equipment to handle additional traffic can not be obtained. The 
volume of military travel is rising and will continue to rise. The number of 
cars needed for troop movements is increasing. Facilities for accommodating civilian 
rail travel are decreasing. . . 

“The time clearly has come for officers and members of organizations scheduling 
conventions to ask themselves again whether they are justified in going ahead with 
their plans. They must consider now not alone the question of whether holding a con- 
vention will contribute in an important way to winning the war. They must also 
answer conscientiously the further question of whether cancellation of the convention 


will not accomplish more for the war effort then anything that can be gained by 
holding it.” 


A similar request from the Office of Defense Transportation was sent to the 
American Library Association and from there was relayed to state officers. 

It was a request, not an order. The executive board of the Ohio Library Asso- 
ciation voted not unanimously but in majority to comply with the request. 

Every member felt a great reluctance in taking the step, but it seemed to a 
majority of the executive board that it was the patriotic thing to do. 

Very likely many other organizations which had the same appeal will hold their 
meetings as usual. Great disappointment will be felt quite universally by the librarians 
throughout the state, because we will not have our usual opportunity to meet and 
confer with each other. We have counted on our fall convention as a professional 
stimulus. It has usually given us a great deal which has been helpful for the winter 
months of intense library activity. Now, it will have to be added to those other war- 
time sacrifices which we have made, one after another, a sacrifice which it is easy 
to make in comparison with those made by countless individuals, 


The year has not been without its meetings. There was the well-attended and 
stimulating regional conference in Cleveland in March. There were more district 
meetings than usual last spring. If present progress in the war effort continues, 
we may perhaps hope for a general meeting next year. 


(Continued on page 6) 
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REPORT OF EXTENSION COMMITTEE 


MISS MILDRED T. STIBITZ, Chairman 


As reports of committees will not be 
heard by the general assembly of li- 
brarians this fall, excerpts from the re- 
port of the extension committee are given 
below. Other committee reports may be 
so summarized in later Bulletins. 

By a decision of the Ohio Library As- 
sociation executive board, the district 
meetings for 1943 took the form of local 


institutes on war and post-war issues. 
They thus became part of the national 


program of such institutes planned by the 
American Library Association. Walter 
Brahm was appointed by the A.L. A. as 
coordinator of local institutes for Ohio 
and cooperated in the development of the 
program. 

Ten meetings were planned but meet- 
ings at Steubenville and Marietta were 
cancelled, the former because of an out- 
break of small-pox in the neighborhood. 
The chairman of the extension committee 
regrets very much that these cancellations 
deprived the south-eastern corner of the 
state of any sort of district meeting. 

The general theme of war and post- 
war problems was developed in various 
ways according to the judgment of the 
chairman, the needs of the community, and 
the opportunity to obtain participants in 
the program. Some emphasized the prob- 
lems facing librarians immediately; others 
considered the question of the library’s 
place in the post-war world. 

Among the practical library problems 
discussed were: personnel shortages, cir- 
culation decreases, book shortages, war- 
time reading of adults and children, sim- 
plified procedures. Several chairmen used 
questions sent in by the librarians of the 
district as a basis for practical discussion. 

In all the meetings there was an effort 
to stress community participation in li- 
brary activities. This was done by in- 
viting community leaders to attend and by 
having representatives of various groups 
appear in panels or as speakers to discuss 
what may be expected of the library now 
and in the future. Members of faculties 
in near-by colleges proved valuable as dis- 


cussion leaders and participants in panels, 
particularly in discussion of post-war and 
reconstruction plans. 

The local chairmen are to be commended 
for the presentation of a series of stimu- 
lating meetings in spite of many obstacles. 
Arranging luncheons, for example, pre- 
sented many difficulties this year but these 
were overcome in every instance. 

The places and dates of the meetings, 
names of chairmen, and attendance figures 
follow: 

April 13 at Cincinnati; Chairman, Chal- 
mers Hadley. 130 present. 

April 14 at Yellow Springs; Chairman, 
Paul Bixler. 55 present. 

April 15 at Chillicothe; 
Daniel Proutz. 49 present. 
Susanna Titus. 

April 27 at Lima; 
McAfee. 76 present. 

April 28 at Toledo; 
Schunk. 111 present. 


Chairman, 
Hostess, Mrs. 


Chairman, Georgie 
Chairman, Russell 


April 29 at Sandusky; Chairman, Mary 
McCann. 55 present (est). 

May 4 at Granville; 
Whitney. 100 present. 


May 5 at Akron; Chairman, Will Collins. 
125 present. 


Chairman, Elma 


Victory Book Campaign 


Walter Brahm, State Librarian and Ohio 
director of the Victory Book Campaign 
has received the following request from 
national headquarters in New York City: 
RESOLVED: “That the board of directors 
instruct the director to make every at- 
tempt to have the books that have been 
collected, sorted and distributed by Octo- 
ber ist and that the board of directors 
plan to close the Victory Book Campaign 
by November 30th. If books are available 
in your region will you have your workers 
report them to us as soon as possible. 
Two million more books are necessary to 
fill outstanding requests (a request for 
50,000 for an embarkation port came this 
morning).” 








NEWS BULLETIN 


New Courses 

The school of library science, Western 
Reserve university, has planned a new 
course for 1943-44 that will undoubtedly 
be of interest to many members of the 
library profession. 

An exploratory course called “The Public 
Library and Community Contacts” will be 
under the leadership of Fern Long, of the 
Cleveland public library staff. The tenta- 
tive outline of the course includes the 
following items: 

1. Introductory lecture, with a sketch 
of developments along the line of exter- 
nalizing the library. 


2. Work with special groups: The li- 
brary and religious groups. 
3. Work with special groups: The li- 


brary and labor groups. 

4. Library-sponsored forums, lectures, 
discussion groups. Organizing helps for 
this through files, indexes, etc. 

5-6. Class forum discussion (A) (Topic 
to be announced and specific assignments 
to be made at the opening of the course.) 

7. Making the library usable through 
the organization of special collections. 

8. A library service to club groups. 

9-10. Forum (B) (A second discussion 
of the type mentioned.) 


11. A library-sponsored Community 
Council. 


12. Work with special groups: The li- 
brary and nationality groups. 
13. Work with special groups: The li- 


brary and colored groups. 

14. The use of films. 

15. Summary of the course, appraisal, 
discussion. 

This new one-credit first semester course 
will open on Monday, October 11. It will 
be open to members of the current class, 
to library school graduates, and to in- 
service assistants who meet the admission 
requirements. 

Plans for the second semester include a 
new two-credit hospital library course 
under the direction of Gertrude M. Ed- 
wards, head of the hospital division of the 
stations department, Cleveland public li- 
brary. This course will be open to the 
current class and to graduates of any li- 
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brary school who are interested. The needs 
which after the first World War 
created new demands on hospitals. The 
American Library Association urges the 
consideration of special training to meet 
hospital library service possibilities of this 
time. 
There 


arose 


will be an enlarged course in 
special libraries to be given by Rose L. 
Vormelker, business research librarian of 
the Cleveland public library. This work is 
open to the current class, to graduates, 
and to persons already employed as staff 
members in special libraries. 





Mr. Hirshberg Resigns 


On July 1, 1943, Dean Herbert S. Hirsh- 
berg retired from the position of head 
of the school of library science, Western 
Reserve university, after fourteen years 
of service. 

Mr. Hirshberg has struggled coura- 
geously for several years against the 
handicap of severe illness. In a letter 
to the alumni association of Western Re- 
serve university he said that he “had 
reached the saturation point of effort in 
the race between health and the demands 
of work and that the time had come for 
release from one portion of his obliga- 
tions.” Mr. Hirshberg will continue, how- 
ever, as director of university libraries. 

O. L. A. members are fully aware of the 
distinct contribution Mr. Hirshberg has 
made to the library profession as well as 
his interest in and devotion to the Ohio 
Library Association. 

Miss Thirza E. Grant has been ap- 
pointed acting dean of the library school. 


Receives Appointment 


J. H. Lancaster, first vice-president of 
the Ohio Library Association, has been 
appointed assistant professor of library 
science at the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School. He will begin his duties 
on October 13. Mr. Lancaster has been 
librarian at Heidelberg College, Tiffin, 
Ohio, where he had been on the faculty 
for some years, before preparing himself 
for librarianship. His teaching experience, 
his training and practical work as li- 
brarian should make him valuable to the 
library school. 





—— 
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CHANGES IN THE PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT RETIREMENT ACT 


1. New employes over fifty (50) years 
of age can no longer claim exemption by 
reason of age. 


2. An employe who previously filed ex- 


emption can withdraw the exemption at 
any time before December 31, 1943, and 
re-establish prior service credit by making 
such payments, with regular 
thereon as he would have made 
been a member continously. 


interest 
had he 


9 


3. Persons previously retired may be 
rehired providing the employer formally 
declared that an emergency exists and 
files a copy of such declaration with the 
Retirement Board. During the time such 
pensioner is re-employed the retirement 
allowance shall be suspended and within 
thirty days following formal notice of 
termination of service by the employer of 
such pensioner the allowance shall re- 
sume. 


4. The compulsory retirement date for 
members over seventy (70) years of age 
has been changed from December 31 to 
June 30 following the date on which age 
seventy (70) years is attained. 


5. A member retiring after thirty-six 
(36) years of accredited service shall re- 


ceive at least: Forty-five dollars ($45.00) 
per month if under sixty (60) years of 
age; Fifty dollars ($50.00) per month if 
over sixty (60) years of age. 


6. Upon disability retirement the al- 
lowance has been increased upward. 

7. A member leaving the service of an 
employer covered by this Act cannot re- 
ceive a refund of contributions if he is 
also a member of the State Teachers Re- 
tirement System or the School Employes 
Retirement System, or both. 


8. The total service credited in all state 
retirement systems may be used in deter- 
mining the eligibility and the total re- 
tirement allowance of a member for dis- 
ability, commuted or 
tirement. 

All of the above eight (8) changes be- 
come effective June 30, 1943. 


superannuation re- 


9. The employer’s contribution payment 
may be made directly out of any funds, 
whether derived from taxation or other- 
wise, from which the salaries or compen- 
sation of employes, on account of whom 
such payments are to be made, are pay- 
able. This provision becomes 
August 21, 1943. 


10. Membership in the Public Employes 
Retirement System has been extended to 
township employes. Prior service credit is 
allowable to township employes and to the 
employes of the other governmental units 
now covered by the Act on a reciprocal 
basis. This amendment becomes effective 
September 16, 1943. 


effective 


Re-Shaping Libraries 


“Anticipation of the post-war period of- 
fers an appropriate opportunity to con- 
sider the improvement and reshaping of 
our public libraries.” So states the “In- 
troduction” to POST-WAR STANDARDS 
FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
lished by the American 


just pub- 


Library Asso- 
ciation. 

The publication was prepared by A. L. 
A.’s committee on post-war planning at 
the request of the National Resources 
Planning Board, which recognized libraries 
as one of the agencies for the enlighten- 
ment of the people which must prepare 
now for enlarged responsibilities in a 
post-war world. If the new world is to be 


for and the 


made by people, then the 
public library—as an educational instru- 
ment of the common man—must examine 
itself to see how well equipped it will be 
to face its post-war obligations. 

POST-WAR STANDARDS is not a 
theoretical treatise to be put on the shelf 
and forgotten. It is a down-to-earth state- 
ment of library standards for today. 
Because it goes into detail even as to the 
technical processes departments, it can be 
used by department heads in making self- 
surveys of their functions and by admin- 
istrators in evaluating the services they 
give. 
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Recent Rulings 

Public libraries are now given a more 
favorable priority rating, AA 5, under the 
Controlled Materials Plan of the War 
Production Board, as compared with the 
A-10 rating of last April. University and 
public school libraries are entitled to the 
AA-2X rating, as heretofore, and special 
libraries connected with public firms or 
corporations are entitled to the rating of 
the individual firm. 

The WPB that these regula- 
tions will generously provide for the needs 
of libraries. 


believes 


In case any library has any 
trouble in securing supplies under these 
ratings, the library is instructed to ask 
for a special temporary rating for the 
material required, through the local WPB. 
The latest cut in 


the eastern states has led to some reduc- 


gasoline allowance in 
tion in allowances to libraries for opera- 
tion of trucks. In Worcester, Mass., the 
cut suggested was 40 per cent, but this 
was reduced to 10 per cent, after an 
appeal to regional and federal ODT offices. 
In New York City the reduction was said 
to be slight in comparison with the acute 


situation in 


other forms of 


local trans- 
portation. 

An investigation of the situation brought 
the following report. 
high officials in the 


. . “We presented to 
ODT Office of 
Education the problem of gasoline ration- 
ing as applied to library trucks. We were 
advised that gasoline 


and 


priorities are re- 
garded first as a problem for a local ODT 


board. In the of an 


event adverse de- 
cision, appeal may be made to the regional 
ODT office, justifying particular local 
needs, since conditions of transportation 
may vary over The ODT 
official with whom we conferred appeared 


a wide area. 
to favor pooling as many municipally sup- 
ported truck services as possible, includ- 
ing deliveries of books to branch libraries 
and of supplies to schools. The list of 
essential activities recently issued by the 
War Production Board and used by the 
ODT as a basis for gasoline priorities, in- 
cluded only safety and sanitation in the 
category of municipal services. . .” 
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Observe British Book Week 


The A.L.A. International Relations 
board will sponsor a British Book Week 
to be observed in public, school and college 
libraries from October 24-30. The October 
issue of the A. L.A. Bulletin will carry 
full details, articles on British books, sug- 
gestions for library programs and a direc- 
tory of sources of program materials. A 
poster will be available Ass As 
priced at 40c for single copies, 75c for 


from 


10 copies. 
If British 
successful as a library activity, it is hoped 


book week turns out to be 
that libraries will use it as a pattern for 
book devoted to other 
nations. Great Britain was chosen by the 


similar weeks 
A. L. A. International Relations Board for 
first attention because of the program now 
under way in British libraries to interpret 
the United States to the people of Britain. 

While have 
books by and about the British, many will 


every library will many 


want to check their collections by a book- 


list. Several are available. The Council 
on Books in Wartime, 400 Madison avenue, 
New York City, is preparing an adult 


buying list which will be completed about 
the first of September. A shorter biblio- 
the 
United Nations supplement to the Book- 


list for June 1, 1943. 


graphy on Britain is included in 


General sources of program materials 
British Information Services 
(films, posters, pamphlets) 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York City; The United Nations 
Information Office (posters and pam- 
phlets) 610 Fifth avenue, New York City; 
and “Books Across the Sea” Circle in 
America (booklists, lecturers, pamphlets, 
etc.) address Mrs. Beatrice Warde, Books 
Across the Sea, room 1526, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York City. 


are the 


Executive Board Meeting 
A meeting of the executive board of the 
Ohio Library Association has been called 
for September 16 at one p.m. in the 


office of the State Librarian to consider 
problems brought up by the cancellation 
of the annual meeting. 
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Annual Meeting Cancelled 
(Continued from page 1) 


The following letter of thanks came from the Office of Defense Transportation in 
reply to our letter, saying that the Ohio Library Association had cancelled its meeting: 


“Thank you very much for your reply to our letter of July 15. 


“It is gratifying to learn that your organization has found it possible to co- 
operate in the travel conservation program of the Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion. Your leadership in this matter is deeply appreciated. 


“Let me assure you that the steps you have taken to relieve the pressure 
on our limited passenger transportation facilities constitute a valuable contri- 
bution to the war effort.” 


New A. L. A. President 


On July 7, 1943, Althea Warren, librarian of the Los Angeles public library, became 
president of the American Library Association. Excerpts from her address at the 
inaugural dinner are found below: 


“When the first national convention of librarians was held in Philadelphia 67 years 
ago, Justin Winsor urged better education of librarians as one of our three great aims. 
It has been concentrated upon consistently in the national association. From library 
school to accredited library school to graduate library school we have progressed 
triumphantly, and yet in attempting to find librarians with language abilities to 
prepare for unusual and exacting work in other countries we are forced to admit that 
librarians as a group are not scholars. They are probably not so fitted to hold their 
own in Europe and South America as the men who met in 1876. In recent years im- 
portant library positions have been filled by professors or writers or business men. 
It seems as if we have also failed to achieve the second of Mr. Winsor’s objectives— 
we have not yet won the complete confidence of business, labor and government. If we 


had done so public libraries would have as stable a support as the schools and colleges.” 
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